New and Rare Macrolepidoptera (Heterocera) from Romania

Levente Székely

RO-505600, Sacele, str. Viitorului 31.B/9, jud. Brasov, Romania, e-mail:
levi.szekely@gmail.com

Abstract: This study represents a synthesis of the Romanian faunistical results on Lepi-
doptera obtained by the author during his recent research (2005 - 2008). Sixty three species
of nocturnal Macrolepidoptera are presented. They were collected by the author and his col-
laborators (mentioned in the acknowledgements) in various regions of Romania, especially in
Dobrogea, the Danube Delta and the Eastern Carpathians. Some data was obtained by re-
vising the collections Brataseanu and Delvig from the Brasov County Museum.

Abstract: Posterul (lucrarea) reprezinta o sinteza a rezultatelor faunistice din ultima perioada
(2005 - 2008) din Romania. Sunt prezentate saizeci si trei de specii de Macrolepidoptere
nocturne colectate de autor, impreuna cu colaboratorii (mentionati la Multumiri) in diferite
zone ale Romaniei, mai ales in Dobrogea, Delta Dunarii si Carpatii Orientali. Unele date
provin si din revizuirea colectiilor Brataseanu si Delvig, de la Muzeul Judetean Brasov.
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Introduction

This study represents a synthesis of the Romanian faunistical results on Lepidoptera ob-
tained by the author during his recent research (2002 - 2008).

Each species is presented as follows: general range, distribution in Romania, habitat type,
known and new data. The material includes:

| species that are new for the Romanian fauna (already published during 2008 - 2009); eg:
Cilix asiatica (O. Bang-Haas, 1907), Cucullia argentina (Fabricius, 1787), Saragossa porosa
porosa (Eversmann, 1854).

[ species that are new for various regions of Romania (Dobrogea, Transylvania etc.); eg:
Lasiocampa eversmanni (Eversmann, 1843), Peribatodes umbraria (Hubner, 1809), Mormo
maura (Linnaeus, 1758), Eucarta amethystina (Hubner, 1803), Cleoceris scoriacea (Esper,
[1793]) — new for Dobrogea, etc.

1 species that have been known in the Romanian fauna based exclusively on records older
than 50 years (species reconfirmations); eg: Eupithecia cretaceata fenestrata (Milliere,
1874), Thaumetopoea pityocampa ([Denis & Schiffermdller], 1775).

1 very rare species with few records in the Romanian fauna; Digrammia rippertaria
(Duponchel, 1830), Chrysodeixis chalcites (Esper, 1789), Cucullia biornata (Fisher v. Wald-
heim, 1840), Saragossa siccanorum (Staudinger, 1870), Leucania zeae (Duponchel, 1827).
" Gramia quenseli (Paykull, 1793) is recorded from the Ciucas Mountains (Eastern Car-
pathians) — this representing the second massif in the whole Carpathian Chain from where
this species is currently known.
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Localities

. Baneasa - town in SW-Dobrogea, Constanta County

. Berca — town in NE-Muntenia, Buzau County

. Bestepe — hill near the Iocallty of Mahmudia, Tulcea County

. Canaraua Fetii- natural reserve near Baneasa, Constanta County

. Ciucas — mountains in the Eastern Carpathians, Bragov and Prahova County
. Ciucurova - village in N-Dobrogea, Tulcea County

. Esechioi — village and forest in SW.-Dobrogea, Constanta County

. Geoagiu- locality and touristic resort in Hunedoara County

Gropsoarele- peak in the Ciucas Mountains (1850 m)

. Hagieni — natural reserve near Mangalia, Constanta County

. Histria — ancient town (ruins) near Sinoe Lake, Constanta County

. lon Corvin - village in S.-Dobrogea, Constanta County

. Lipnita — village in SW.-Dobrogea, Constanta County

. Mahmudia — locality near the Danube River, Tulcea County

. Muntele Rosu — touristic resort in Ciucas Mountalns Prahova County (1350 m)
. Ostrov — locality in SW.-Dobrogea, Constanta County

. Periprava — village in the Danube Delta, on the Chilia Branch, Tulcea County
. Plopu — village near Rezelm Lake, Tulcea County

. Poienile cu Narcise — natural reserve near Sercaia, Brasov County

. Polovragi — locality in N.-Oltenia, Gorj County

. Pustnicu — forest near Branesti, lifov County

. Sarinasuf — village near Razelm Lake, Tulcea County

. Sercaia — locality near Fagaras, Brasov County

. Tismana — locality in N.-Oltenia, Gorj County

. Tigitei — gorges in the Vrancei Mountains, Vrancea County

. Vladeni - village and forest in Bragov County



Systematic part

Cossidae:

1. Cossus terebra ([Denis & Schiffermuller], 1775)
Distribution: From Europe to NE.- Asia, Caucasus, Middle-East.
In Romania rare and very local.

Habitat: forests

New record: Vrancei Mts., Tisitei gorges, 1 — 3.VI.2007 (34)

Pyralidae:

2. Palpita unionalis (HUbner, 1796)

Distribution: Cosmopolitan, tropical and subtropical regions.
Very rare in Romania.

Habitat: everywhere, migratory! More frequent in southern Ro-
mania.

New records: Canaraua Fetii, 1.X.2007; 25.1X.2008 (2 ex.);
Pustnicu 27.VI11.2008 (1 ex.); Ciucas Mts., Muntele Rosu, 1350
m, 13.1X.2008 (1 ex.); Histria, 17.X.2008 (1 ex.).

Lasiocampidae:

3. Eriogaster catax (Linnaeus, 1758)

Distribution: From Europe to the Urals and Middle-East. In Ro-
mania it is known from Moldova and Transylvania. From Dobro-
gea is known only from Canaraua Fetii, where it was found in
larval stage.

Habitat: forests, bushy areas

New record: Esechioi forest, 2.X.2008 (243).

4. Lasiocampa trifolii _((gDenis & Schiffermdiller], 1775)
Distribution: Europe, Middle-East, N-Africa. Local in Ro-
mania.

Habitat: grasslands, meadows sted);)e habitats

New records: Histria 24-29.VI1.2007 and 2008 (very
common); Esechioi forest 2.X.2008 (19)

5. Lasiocampa eversmanni (Kindermann in Ever-
smann, 1843 .
Distribution: From Black Sea coasts to Altai and Afghan-
B,ta;tn. In Romania it is known only from the Danube

elta.
Habitat: steppe habitats
New records: Histria 24-29.VI111.2007 and 2008 (184,
109 Q). A new species in the fauna of Dobrogea.

Lemoniidae:

6. Lemonia balcanica Herrich-Schaffer, 1847

Distribution: Balkans, Asia Minor, Middle-East, Iran, Af-

ghanlstan. In Romania it is found only in Banat and Do-
rogea.

H_agitat: steppe areas. More frequent in ruderal areas

with weeds, waste fields, even I_gar_b%;e dumé)s. o

Records: Baneasa, Canaraua Fetii, Ostrov, Esechioi,

Lipnita, lon Corvin. A very common species in Southern

5)5obrogea especially between September 25 —October



... Sphingidae:

‘ 7. Kenthrochrysalis elegans steffensi Popescu-Gorj, 1971
' Distribution: Republic of Moldavia, Balkans (ssp. steffensi). In
Romania is present in the south and in the east of the country
(Oltenia, Muntenia, Moldova).
"Habitat: forests

New record: Pustnicu forest, 26.VII-6.VI11.2008 (common).

8. Hyles hippophaes (Esper, 1793)

Distribution: From S.-Europe to C.-Asia. In Romania it is known
only from the Danube Delta and Dobrogea.

Habitat: steppe areas

New record: Canaraua Fetii, 17.V.2007, 1Z. New for SW.-
Dobrogea.

Drepanidae:

9. Cilix asiatica O. Bang-Haas, 1907

Distribution: Balkans, Krim, Asia Minor, Middle-East, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, W.-Pakistan. A species recently re-
corded from Dobrogea (SZEKELY & DINCA, 2008). A new spe-
cies in the fauna of Romania.

Habitat: forest-steppe biotopes

Records: Hagieni, Canaraua Fetii — relatively common. Recent-
ly found on the Istrita hill (N.-Muntenia, Buzau county, V. Dinca,
pers. com.).

Geometridae:

10. Godonella aestimaria sareptanaria Staudinger, 1871
Distribution: From Black Sea coasts to C.-Asia, Caucasus, Iran,
Afghanistan. In Romania it is present only in the south-eastern
parts.

Habitat: steppe habitats

New records: Bestepe, Ciucurova, Plopu, Sarinasuf, Histria,
Periprava — relatively common.

11. Digrammia rippertaria (Duponchel, 1830) _
Distribution: Spain, France, Italy, Romania, S.-Russia,
Siberia, Baikal. In Romania it is known only from the
Danube Delta.

Habitat: steppe areas

New record: Periprava, 22.VI1.2001 (13)

12. Narraga tessularia (Metzner, 1845)

Distribution: Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania,
Ukraine, Russia. Local in Romania. These populations belong
to the subspecies kasyi Moucha & Povolny, 1959.

Habitat: steppe areas

New records: Histria, Plopu, Sarinasuf, 24-29.VI11.2007 and
2008. Very common — over 150-200 ex. at light during the night.




13. Dasycorsa modesta (Staudinger, 1879)

Distribution: Balkans, Caucasus, Asia Minor, Jordan, Sinai, Iran,
Iraq, Arabian Peninsula. In Romania it is known only from Dobro-
gea.

Habitat: forest-steppe biotopes

New record: Canaraua Fetii, 1.V.2008 (19)

14. Asovia maeoticaria (Alphéraky, 1876)

Distribution: Balkans, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Syria, Israel, Egypt,
Iran, Arabian Peninsula. In Romania it is distributed only in Dobro-
gea and South-Oltenia.

Habitat: forest-steppe biotopes

New records: Hagieni, Esechioi, Canaraua Fetii — relatively
common.

15. Erannis declinans (Staudinger, 1879)

Distribution: Balkans, Asia Minor, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Arabian
Peninsula, Caucasus, S.-Russia, Daghestan, Baikal. In Romania
it has been until now recorded only from Canaraua Fetii, where
the species reaches the northern limit of its distribution in the Bal-
kans.

Habitat: forest-steppe biotopes

New records: Canaraua Fetii, 15-30.X1.2004 (647, leg. Gh. Bitu).

16. Peribatodes umbraria (Hubner, 1809)

Distribution: S.-Europe, Balkans, Ukraine, Asia Minor, Israel,

Egypt, N.-Africa, Arabian Peninsula, Iran. In Romania known only

from Banat and Crisana.

Habitat: forest-steppe biotopes

tl;lew record: Esechioi forest, 2.X.2008 (19). A new species for Do-
rogea.

17. Kerntrognophos onustaria (Hibner, 1809)

Distribution: S.-Europe, Balkans, Asia Minor, Caucasus, Jordan,
Egypt, Arabian Peninsula, Iran. In Romania it is known only from
the Macin Mountains (RAKOSY & WIESER, 2000).

Habitat: steppe habitats, limestone areas

New record: Histria, 26.VI11.2008 (1 ex.). The presence of this
species at Histria could be related to the old Greek ruins, which
maintain within their walls typical steppe vegetation.

18. Chariaspilates formosaria (Eversmann, 1837)

Distribution: E.-Europe, Ukraine, Ural, C.-Asia, S.-Siberia, Primo-
rie, Kurile, Mongolia, China, Japan. In Romania it is known only
from the Danube Delta and (very rarely) from Foieni (Satu-Mare,
NW. Romania).

Habitat: steppe areas

New records: Periprava, 25.VIII-7.IX., common. The individuals
collected during this period have a small wingspan (20-25 mm),
nearly half the size of the ones collected during midsummer (June
- July) which have a wingspan of 35 — 40 mm. Contrary to previ-
ous published data, it seems that this species is not single-brood-
ed. At least in the Danube Delta, it has two broods: first during
June 15 — July 15 and second during August 25 — September 15.
Thesg broods show important differences in the wingspan of the
individuals.






